
PURPOSE AND REACH  

Ciencia del Suelo is the scientific journal of the Asociación Argentina de Ciencia del Suelo (Argentine 
Association of Soil Science). It is an international journal that publishes original scientific papers in the 
fields of Soil Science, Environment and Plant Nutrition. It promotes, in a special way though not 
exclusively, research studies which lead to a better understanding of the soils of Argentina and of 
Latin America.  

Ciencia del Suelo accepts manuscripts connected with: Chemistry, Physics and Biology of soils, the 
handling of land and waters; genesis, classification, mineralogy and taxonomy of soils: fertility of soils 
and plant nutrition: contamination of soils and of the environment; soil science education.  

Articles can be: 

(1) Papers: Connected with scientific, theoretical, experimental or field research, which represent a 
significant advancement in the knowledge about soils;  

(2) Scientific notes: Papers of less importance, which represent a significant advancement in 
knowledge or in the development of a methodology;  

(3) Revisions or updates: they summarize the current status of the knowledge about a given topic;  

(4) Miscellaneous: This section introduces theoretical points of view, advancements in methodology or 
in education, which are backed up or supported by updated technical and bibliographical 
elements. It also includes tailor-made papers on specific topics developed by highly-renown 
scientific guests. 

Articles are reviewed by peers, by a minimum of two referees. The refereeing process is confidential 
except one of the referees preferred it otherwise. Ciencia del Suelo reserves the right to publish, 
suggest modifications or even refuse an article. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS  

Without undergoing the refereeing process, the Editor will return authors all those manuscripts which 
do not adjust to the layout rules or which do not agree with the purpose and scope of Ciencia del 
Suelo. 

Articles on original scientific papers must have a maximum length of approximately 25 pages. 
Scientific notes, revisions and miscellaneous must have a maximum length of approximately 15 
pages. Manuscripts must be written in Spanish, in English or in Portuguese. Authors must submit a 
version of the title in another language, of the summary, keywords and captions appearing in tables 
and figures: it must be in English if the paper has been written in Spanish or in Portuguese if the 
manuscript is in English. 

Manuscripts can only be submitted electronically, in a Microsoft Word text file processor (".doc" or 
“.docx” format). Manuscripts must be submitted in a single file in the following order: MANUSCRIPT, 

TABLES and FIGURES. The manuscript must also be accompanied by a note to the editor, which can 
be included in the body of the email describing, in no more than four lines, the characteristics of the 
manuscript and its contribution to knowledge. Authors are also required to include the name of a 
potential proof-reader for their paper (provide an e-mail address and the organization they belong to). 

 

E-mail files alongside manuscripts accompanied by a note to the Editor to: 

revista.cienciadelsuelo@gmail.com 

 

 

For files, use names starting with the last name of the first author, then type the first five or six letters 
of the title, each one of which is to be followed by a dash. For example: "Ramos-
Respuesta_de_soja_a_la_fertilizacion.doc". Do not use stresses or letters with accent marks (e.g., 
"ñ"). Manuscripts will be examined electronically by peers in order to minimize revision times.  

 

mailto:revista.cienciadelsuelo@gmail.com


Adjust your document page size to A4 format, and set all margins to 2.5 cm. Number all the pages at 
the foot and the lines sequentially. The Tables and Figures, following that order, must be made, 
inserted or pasted in the same document (at the end), on a separate sheet and next to their title or 
caption (view details in "Tables" and "Figures" below).  

Galley proofs must be electronically submitted to the author shortly earlier than the journal’s 
publication, as an "Adobe Acrobat portable document file" (PDF). The pdf file shall maintain the typo, 
the layout of the page and the information contained both in graphs and images: it can be submitted 
electronically, revised on screen and printed in most operating systems. In order to view the files, you 
will need to have the free "Adobe Acrobat Reader"; in the event the author did not have it on the 
computer, it can be “downloaded” and installed for free on: http://get.adobe.com/es/reader/  

Galley proofs might undergo a few minor changes which are made in order to comply with scientific, 
technical, style or grammatical rules and are revised prior to being sent to the authors. However, it is 
the authors’ exclusive responsibility to thoroughly check citations, formulas, and possible omissions in 
the text, etc. Authors are expected to submit their proofread versions one week prior to having sent 
the galley proofs, in which case, the manuscript will be printed in the same way as it appears in the 
galley proofs. 

As from issue 29(1) which corresponds to the first issue of 2011, we will not be delivering printed off-
prints. Each author will receive the corresponding pdf file. 

  

COST  

The cost of publication per article is published and updated on the website of the AACS  

http://www.suelos.org.ar/costo_publicacion.html  

 

PREPARATION OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

 

TITLES AND AUTHORS 

The first page must have the following order:  

a) The full title of the paper (capitalized and in no more than 15 words) in the original language and in 
the alternative one (in English if the original paper is in Spanish or in Portuguese; or in Spanish if 
the original paper is in English);  

b) A list of all the authors containing their full name, affiliation, postal address and email address. The 
author, whom the Editor will be in contact with, is to be identified as well; 

c) A brief title or header (no longer than 35 characters with spaces. For example: the first five words of 
the title of the paper). Once published, this title will appear as a header in all of the pages of the 
article, except for the first one;  

d) Keywords (Up to four keywords. Compound terms are considered one key word. Those words 
appearing in the title must not be repeated in the keywords. The list of keywords must be submitted 
in the source language of your paper and in English. In the event the source language of the paper 
was English, please, include the keywords in English and in Spanish).  

http://get.adobe.com/es/reader/
http://www.suelos.org.ar/costo_publicacion.html


ABSTRACT 

The abstract must be limited to pointing out the purpose of the research study, major results achieved 
as well as the main conclusions in just a single paragraph. Abstracts written in the same language as 
the manuscript should not exceed 300 words. Additionally, include an abstract in the alternative 
language (In English if the original paper is in Spanish or in Portuguese; in Spanish if the original 
paper is in English). Do not include bibliographical references in abstracts.  

  

TEXT 

Write with accuracy, in a clear manner by doing away with unnecessary words. Try to use active voice 
and the first person singular (passive voice is preferred when describing methods and results: active 
voice can be used to emphasize a personal point of view, typically in the Introduction and in the 
Discussion).  

Use Arial or an equivalent font (san-serif typeface) in 12 cpi. Use double spacing between lines. 
Number all the pages including the title page, bibliography, acknowledgements, tables, figures and all 
the lines sequentially. Do not indent the beginning of paragraphs or titles. Use left-hand margin 
indentation and do not separate words by placing dashes at the end of the lines. Separate paragraphs 
by leaving a free space in between. Use punctuation marks consistently; only leave a space between 
words and after punctuation marks.  

The manuscript must be divided into the following sections: an Introduction, Materials and Methods, 
Results, Discussion (or Results and Discussion depending on the author’s criterion), Conclusions 
(optional), Acknowledgements and Bibliography.  
Introduction: It must present the problem, provide a thorough literature review and clearly specify the 
aim of the research study.  
Materials and Methods: It must provide sufficient explanatory detail so as for the paper to be 
reproduced. It must include methodological details, techniques used, layout and statistical analyses. 
Results: They must be clear and concise. 
Discussion: It must provide a clear answer to the objectives of the paper; explain the meaning of the 
results obtained, rather than repeating them. 
Conclusions: The main conclusions of the research study can be included in a Section for 
Conclusions, or in the last paragraph of Results and Discussion. 

Every section should include those subtitles you consider necessary for better understanding the text, 
without making an excessive use of them. Capitalize titles of sections and write subtitles in separate 
lines from the rest of the text. If using a third level of titles, underline it in the same paragraph as the 
following text. They should be short enough so as to fit in a column (approximately 30 characters for 
titles and subtitles, with spaces included.)  

Do not use footnotes (they can be included in the text, between parentheses, if necessary). Use "e.g.," 
(for example), "i.e.," (that is to say) and "et al." (And collaborators), in italics (cursive letter).  

For further instructions on how to cite bibliography in the text, refer to "Bibliography" below.  

  

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL NAMES  

When first mentioning them, write scientific names in full and in italics (cursive letter) (even when they 
already appear in the title) with the corresponding authority (or cite a reference paper from which to be 
consulted); generic names can be abbreviated to one or more letters (or to two letters in case it is 
necessary) as long as it does not bring about confusion. In case the spacing in tables or figures were 
reduced, you might need to resort to a “code” (such as the first letters of the gender and species) 
which must be italicized (cursive letter), such as the original scientific name. In that case, the code 
must be identified in the legend, or in case there were too many, in a caption placed at the end for 
such purpose. 

Technical terms which do not belong to Spanish language, but which have become widely-used, must 
be written between inverted commas (e.g., "remediation")  

  

 



NUMBERS, SYMBOLS AND FORMULAS 

Use a comma (",") as a decimal symbol and indicate numerical values of data with decimals in only 
one or two magnitudes (e.g. 92.4 or 92.05). Separate numbers in thousands. Use an initial zero (on 
the left) for all numbers <1, including probability values (e.g., P < 0,001).  

Numbers from zero to nine must be typed in letters in the text, except when accompanying 
measurement units or percentages (e.g., two trees, 5 seconds, 3.5%). Always type numbers in letters 
at the beginning of phrases (e.g., "Thirty-two devices were...").  

For the time, use the 24-hour format with a colon (":") to separate (e.g., 15:45 h). For the date, use the 
day/month/year format (e.g., 25 September 2000, or 25/09/00 in case it were necessary in the tables 
or figures). Write the years in full (e.g., "1994-2000").  

Define all the symbols, abbreviations and acronyms when first using them. Use "L" instead of "l" for 
litres. Use "h" for hours, and do not abbreviate the word "day". Do not use punctuation marks for 
abbreviating measurement units. Mathematical expressions must be carefully represented. If possible, 
write formulas in their final format (e.g., you can use the equation editor that comes with MS Word): if 
not, type them clearly enough in such a way they can be modified when giving them the final design 
during the page layout stage (e.g., underline the fraction line, with the numerator and the denominator 
on different lines).  

At the end of your paper, include a list of all the special symbols which are not available on the 
keyboard, but which have been used in the text or in captions (e.g., Greek letters, the average, 
plus/minus, circles and squares signs). Name it as the “special-symbols list”; afterwards insert each 
symbol and briefly describe it (e.g., ±: plus/minus sign; π Greek letter pi, ≥: greater than or equal to; ♦: 
black rhombus symbol).  

Use the International System of Units (where unit denominators are presented as a negative power, 
e.g., g kg

-1
, g m

-2
 h

-1
) and the Soil Taxonomy (The FAO classification can also be used) for classifying 

the soils. 

Indicate the statistical or mathematical program you have processed your data with.  

 

USE OF ITALICS 

Italicize (cursive letter) scientific names, all the symbols of variables and constants (letters used as 
quantity symbols, e.g., n, x, F, t, Z, P, and X) except for Greek letters, statistical and mathematical 
terms (e.g., In, e, exp, max, min, lim, DE, EE, CV, and g.l.). Italicize symbols in illustrations, in such a 
way they are consistent with the text. Do not use italics for laying emphasis. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

They must be brief, specific, and limited to direct contributions to the manuscript and to the research 
study. Only make mention of the initials and the last names of the persons you wish to thank. 
Acknowledgements of positions, organizations and financial support, thanks to which it was possible 
to conduct this research study, must be included in this section.  

  

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Prior to sending the manuscript, go over every citation in the text and in your bibliography list so as to 
ensure that they fully match (Authors and date) and that they comply with the bibliographical details 
required. It is preferred, though optional, to detail the books’ total number of pages and the place of 
publication (for international publishers, massive distribution ones, local publishers or publications of 
restricted circulation). For papers, which publication is still pending, use “in press” to replace the date 
cited in the text and in the bibliographical list, and consider it the most recent publication for the 
chronological order.  

 

 

 



Author1, AB & BC Author2. 1989. Title of the article. Abbreviated title of the Journal 00:000-000.  

Author1, AB; BC Author2 & CD Author3. 1989. Title of the article. Abbreviated title of the 
Journal 00(0):000-000.  

Author1, AB; B Author2; CD Author3; DE Author 4 & FG Author 5 (Eds). 1989. Title of the book. 
Publisher. [Optional: City, Country. 000 pp.]  

Author1, A & B Author2, Jr. 1989. Chapter Title. En: AB Editor (ed.). Title of the book. Vol. 1. 
2nd ed Pp. 00-00. Publisher. [Optional: City, Country. 000 pp.]  

Author, A. 1989. Title of the paper with initials in lower case letters. Doctoral Thesis, University. 
[City and Country].  

References taken from the Internet must be cited in the following way: 

Author, A. 1989. Title of the article (or Title of the website page). Underline the website’s URL. 
Specify the date it was last accessed to. 

 

For manuscripts written in English, replace "En:" for "In:" and "En prensa" for "In press" in the 
whole list, irrespectively of the language appearing in the title of the citation (see the English version 
for further guidelines). Similar changes apply to manuscripts written in Portuguese. Do not use the 
expression "ibid." (ibidem, as the previous one) in the bibliographical list: all reference details must 
appear in each of the citations. 

 

Names of Periodical publications must be abbreviated in agreement with well-known standards (it is 
advised to look up internationally-recognized abbreviations for the names of periodical publications on 
http://library.caltech.edu/reference/abbreviations/). In case you did not know or could not find the 
abbreviation of the publication you wish to cite, type the name in full.  

In the bibliography, do not include abstracts, unpublished material, or papers appearing in abstract 
books which are not widely-distributed or can be easily accessed to. This material can be cited in the 
text as a personal communication (the paper may belong to one or more authors, and should be cited 
as "Author 1, pers. com." if it belongs to all the authors), or XX personal communication (when it does 
not belong to any of the authors). 

Cite references in the text as "Author (Year)" or, in parentheses separating the Author from the year 
by means of a comma (“,”). [For example, "(Author, Year)" [e.g., (Pérez, 1998)]. Use "et al." for more 
than two authors, as in "Author1 et al. (Year)" or as in “(Author1 et al., Year)”. Use "&" for papers 
belonging to two authors, as in "(Author1 & Author2, Year)"]. Use lower case letters to differentiate 
papers belonging to the same Author from the same year [e.g., Pérez et al. (1998a) and Pérez et al. 
(1998b)]. The same distinction of using lower case letters applies to Bibliography. Use a comma (",") 
to separate papers belonging to the same authors, but which were written in different years  [e.g., 
Pérez et al. (1996, 1999)].  

Multiple citations should be listed in chronological order rather than in alphabetical [e.g., (Pérez, 1996; 
Mengano, 1999; Fulano et al., 2001)], use a semi colon (";") to separate references from different 
authors. Follow the same order even when there are various papers belonging to the same authors 
[e.g., (Pérez, 1996; Mengano, 1998; Perez, 1999; Fulano et al., 2001)]. References to specific pages 
of a paper must be included in the text, specifying the numbers after the year [e.g., Pérez (1996:57-
85)]; reference on the list must be made to the full paper. Do not use the expressions "in litt." or “op. 
cit.”, but the following: (Pérez 1967, cited in Mengano 1989). In this last case, both references must 
appear in the Bibliography.  

  

TABLES 

All the tables must be made reference to in the text. Try to make them as simple as possible. Table 
titles must be placed at the top in such a way they can be easily understood without having to read the 
article. In case it applies, units must be explicit in all the values accompanying a measure or count. Do 
not repeat the same information in tables and figures; in the event both of them were clear, a 
figure is preferred. Do not include any type of information in the tables which is not being discussed in 
the manuscript. Explanatory notes may be included at the foot of the Table.  

http://library.caltech.edu/reference/abbreviations/


Tables must be formatted by using the MS Word table formatting; place each one on a separate 
sheet. In the event it was not possible, separate each field or data with tabs (never with spaces). As 
for the layout, the width of a column (70 mm) is preferred over the width of a page (145 mm). Do not 
divide tables into two or more parts. 

Do not use vertical lines or try to minimize the horizontal ones.  

Do not enter an excessive number of decimal digits; it should be the same as the precision of a 
measurement. 

 

FIGURES 

Each figure must be self-explanatory and must be made reference to in the text. Try to avoid any 
information already contained in the tables. Nomenclature, abbreviations, symbols and units used in a 
figure must be the same as those appearing in the text. Figure titles must be placed below. 

As for the layout, the width of column (70 mm) is preferred over the width of page (145 mm). Figures 
must be designed in their final size in the program of origin, between 6 and 12 point font (ideally 
between 8 and 10). The best typo is sans-serif (e.g., Arial, Helvetica, Century Gothic, Verdana, 
Tahoma, News Gothic). Only capitalize initial letters. 

Figures must not be placed inside boxes. Use identification letters (such as a, b, etc.), to describe a 
compound Figure. Do not submit colour figures. Use bars, black symbols, white (open) and thick 
stripes. Try to avoid tones of grey, use them as distinctively differentiated as possible (only 50%, or 
25%, 50% and 75%). Whenever possible, insert legends or symbol keys in illustrations, rather than in 
titles. If necessary, you may also include simple symbols in the titles. 

If possible, insert the figures in your text processing file, by pasting or inserting each one on separate 
sheets (e.g., with Windows you can copy paste from the clipboard) as an "Image", by importing it from 
the graphics package chosen by the Author. In case the Figure was not legible, the Author will be 
asked to submit the original file of the Figure. For figures having more than one part [e.g., part a), b) 
and c)], authors may be required to submit them separately, in agreement with the requirements of the 
final editing stage. Each figure should be centred on a different sheet, in its final size and orientation.  

Authors are advised to state where the Table or Figure should be displayed inside the text (on the 
right hand-side margin of the line, include the legend “Insert Figure xx here” or “Insert Table xx here”.) 

PHOTOGRAPHIC IMAGES 

Photographic images should only be included when they provide essential information for 
understanding the article. They must be “clear" " and with high contrast. They must be named and 
numbered as if they were figures. 

Submit them as electronic files, “scanned” and in tones of grey (8 bits) of at least 300 dpi, preferably 
for the width of a column (70 mm). Save them as TIF (.tif) or GIF (.gif) files, which are available as 
export formats in most graphics and “scanning” packages. In the event it was not possible to follow the 
previously-described method, send copies in photographic paper (they might not be returned). 
However, submission of electronic files will contribute to speeding up the process of publishing your 
article. 

  

MAPS  

Maps should only be included when they provide essential information for understanding the article. 
They must be named and numbered as if they were figures. Preferably measure their final size in such 
a way they fit in a column (width= 70 mm). Include the North, the graphic scale and the coordinates. 
As with figures, use black, white, stripes and highly-distinctive tones of grey. (25%, 50%, 75%). Also 
include keywords in images, instead of placing them in captions. Submit them by following the same 
guidelines as for the figures’. 

 

 

 



 

PRIOR TO SUBMITTING THE MANUSCRIPT 

 

 HAS THE PAPER BEEN WRITTEN IN A WORD FILE WITH A TITLE, AN ABSTRACT, 
TABLES AND FIGURES? 

 HAVE THE TABLES AND FIGURES BEEN CHECKED? 

 DOES THE BIBLIOGRAPHY COMPLY WITH THE JOURNAL’S REQUIREMENTS? 

 HAS A LETTER BEEN WRITTEN TO THE EDITOR? 

 HAS THE JOURNAL BEEN INFORMED ABOUT A POTENTIAL PROOFREADER? 

 

 

 

 

AFTER RECEIVING THE EDITORS’ REMARKS   

 

 SUBMIT THE NEW MANUSCRIPT WITH THE CHANGES MADE (WITHOUT THE 
PROOFREADER’S COMMENTS OR CONTROL CHANGES). THE NEW VERSION OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT MUST BE RETURNED TO THE EDITOR-IN-CHARGE WITHIN 15 DAYS. 

 SUBMIT AN ATTACHED TEXT FILE STATING WHICH THE SPECIAL REMARKS 
ACCEPTED AND/OR REJECTED BY THE AUTHOR WERE. 

 IN THE EVENT A SUGGESTION WAS REJECTED, PLEASE LET THE EDITORS KNOW 
WHICH THE GROUNDS FOR REJECTING A SUGGESTION WERE.  

 IN THE EVENT THE TEXT WAS MODIFIED IN RESPONSE TO THE PROOFREADER’S 
SUGGESTIONS, PLEASE STATE WHERE IT HAS TAKEN PLACE.  


